Book REVIEW 


BOTANICO—PERIODICUM—HUNTIANUM—Ed. George H. M. Lawrence, A. F. 
Gunther Buchheim, Gilbert S. Daniels, Helmut Dolezal. Published by Hunt 
Botanical Library, Pittsburgh, Pa. 1968, 1,100 pages buckram binding $30.00. 

This tome lists some 12,000 titles from the world’s periodical literature in 
plant sciences and has developed out of the studies made for Biographia 
Huntiana by the Hunt Botanical Library staff. It certainly is a most valuable 
contribution to have all the botanical (pure and applied) periodicals, represent- 


ing 45 languages, in one volume. 
The editors stress that they have chosen the abbreviations used partly to 


avoid any possible ambiguity and partly on preponderance of usage. At the 
same time, due consideration has been given to the American standard for 
periodical abbreviation and the World List of Scientific Periodicals. However, 
it is distressing to find yet another set of abbreviations differing from those 
with which we are familiar. Many familiar South African journals have “new” 
and, I feel, unnecessary abbreviations. For instance, J. S. Afr. Bot. becomes 
J.S. African Bot and Jl S.Afr biol. Soc is J.S. African Biol. Soc. The lists appear 
very comprehensive, but as is often the case the purely Afrikaans journals 
escape notice, e.g. Tydskrif vir Natuurwetenskappe is not listed. 

There are two very useful appendices, one listing the abbreviations of words 
used in the B-P-H and the other giving political chronology for place names. 
This is so essential when place names change as is often the case with change 
of regime. 

The cross-references in the main text are excellent, making it easy to find 
one’s way around in the book. 

Eee ow Plessis. 


